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CHARACTERS (in order of appearance)

Arruns (baritone),  middle son of Lucius Tarquinius Superbus (“Tarquin the Proud”),  the last king of Rome
Titus (tenor),  eldest son of King Tarquin
Lucius Junius Brutus (baritone),  nephew of King Tarquin/cousin of Arruns and Titus,  
legendary founder and first consul of the Roman Republic and purported ancestor of Caesar’s assassin 
Sextus (tenor),  youngest son of King Tarquin 
Collatinus (bass-baritone),  husband of Lucretia,  and with Brutus,  co-consul of the Roman Republic
Lucretia (soprano),  wife of Collatinus
Aurelia (soprano),  servant of Lucretia
Sabina (mezzo),  servant of Lucretia
Valerius (baritone),  friend and fellow revolutionary of Collatinus and Brutus  
Crowd at Lucretia’s mock funeral
Two unnamed noblewomen women (soprano and mezzo)
Two unnamed servant women (soprano and mezzo)
Lucretius (bass-baritone),  father of Lucretia and successor consul to Brutus
Crowd (male chorus) at Brutus’ funeral
Women worshippers (sopranos,  mezzos) at Brutus’ funeral

SETTING

509 BCE 
The Oracle at Delphi on Mount Parnassus in Greece 
An encampment near Ardea,  a town outside Rome  
The house of Lucretia and Collatinus in Collatia 
Unnamed place of Lucretia’s hiding in the countryside not far from Rome  
The Capitoline Hill,  Rome	
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PATRICIA	HERZOG

Act	I	Scene	1
The	Resurrection	of	Lucretia
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The	oracle	at	Delphi.  Arruns	and	Titus	emerge	from	Apollo's	sanctuary. 	
They	look	contemptuously	at	Brutus	struggling	up	the	hill	with	a	wooden	staff.  	
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are	gathered	around	a	barely	conscious	Lucretia.	
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He	speaks	to	Lucretia	softly	but	urgently.	
Trying	to	rouse	her,	he	gently	places	a	
	hand	on	her	shoulder.	
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Violently,	re-living	the	night's	terror,	Lucretia	wakes	and	thrusts	her	hand	forward	in	self-defense.
Then,	she	recognizes	Collatinus.	
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A	line	of	men	forms	behind	the	body	covered	with	a	shroud—the	cloth	Lucretia	had	woven	for	Aurelia’s	wedding--and	carried	
on	the	shoulders	of	Collatinus,	Valerius	and	Brutus.	 They	arrive	at	the	tomb	of	Collatinus’	ancient	and	noble	family.	 
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